The Epiille Dedicatone. 

vnto their parent . 7 here is a great difference,whether any 2> 00 ^ 
choofehisfatrones, or finde tbenu: 7 bis bath done both. For, j 
jo much Tver c^>your L L. likings of the-: feuerall parts, when j 
they were ailed, as before they werepubhjhed, the Vdum e as If to 
hey ours. JVe haue but collected them-:,and done an office-: to the 
dead, to procure his Orpbanes, (guardians • without ambition eu 
ther offelfe-profit, or fame: onely to kgepe the memory of fo worthy 
a Friend, & Fellow altue, as was our Shakespeare,^ hum- 
hie offer of his playes, toy our mofl noblepatronage. Wherein, as | 
we haue iuflly obferued, no man to come neereyour L.L. but with 
a kind of religious addreffes-it hath bin the height ofour care, who 
are the Frefentersjo make the prefent worthy of your H. H. by the 
perfection.But,there we muff atfo crane our abilities to be confderd, 
my Lords. IVe cannot go beyond our ownepowers. Country hands 
reach foorth milkp, creame,fruites, or what they haue : and many l 
Cfationsfwe haue heardj that had notgummes & incenfe,obtain 1 
ned their requeffs with a leauened Cake. It was no fault to approcb \ 
their (gods, by what meanes they could: ndthe moff, though 

meaneff, of things are made more precious,whm they are dedicated ’■ 
to Temples. In that name therefore, we moff humbly confecratc-: to 
your H.H. thefe^ remaims of yourJeruant Shakelpeare ? - that j 
what delight is in themmay be eueryour L.L. thereputation 
his, & thefaults ours,if any be committed,by a payre^fo care fullto 
Jhew their gratitude both to the liumg,and the dead\ as is 


Your LordlKippes moft bounden, 


W&g 

To the great Variety of Headers. 

Rom the mofl ab!e,to him that can but fpell: There 
you are number’d,We had rather you were weighd. 
Especially, when the fate of all Bookes depends vp- 
on your capacities : and not of your heads alone, 
but of your purfes. Well !ItisnowpubIique,&you 
wilftand for your priuiledges wee know: to read, 
and cenfure. Do fo,but buy it firft. That doth beft 
commend aBooke, the Stationer faies. Then>hpw oddefoeueryour 
braines be, or your wifedomes, make your licence the fame,and {pare 
not. Iudge your fixe-pen orth, your {hillings worth, your hue fhii- 
linas worth at a time, or higher, fo you rife to the iuft rates, and wel¬ 
come. But, what euer you do, Buy. Cenfure will notdriue a Trade, 
or make thelacke go. And though you be a Magiftrate of wit, and fit 
ontheStageat Black-Friers, orthe Qcbpit, to arraignePlayes dailie, 
know, thefe Playes haue had their trial! alreadie, and flood out all Ap¬ 
peals • and do now come forth quitted rather by a Decree of Court, 
then any purchas'd Lettersof commendation. 

It had bene a thing, we confefle, worthie to haue bene wi(hed,that 
the Author hirrfelfe had liu d to haue fet forth, and ouerfeen his owne 
writings; But fince it hath bin ordain'd otherwife,and he by death de. 
parted from that right,we pray you do not envie his Friends,the office 
of their care, and paine, to haue collected & publifh'd them} andfo to 
haue publiflh'd them, as where (before). you were abus'd with diuerfe 
ftolne, and furreptitious copies, maimed,and deformed by the frauds 
and ftealthes of iniurious impoftors, that expos'd them: euen thofc, 
are now offer'd to your view cur'd, and perfect of their iimbes,- and all 
the reft, abfolute in their numbers, as he concerned the.Who,as he was 
a happie imitator of Nature, was a mofl gentle exprefler of it.His mind 
and hand went together: And what he thought, he vttered with that 
eafinefle, that wee hauefcarfereceiued from him a blot in his papers. 
But it is not our prouince,who onely gather his works, and giue them 
you, topraifehim. It is yours that reade him. And there wehope,to 
your diuers capacities, you will finde enough, both to draw, and hold 
you: for his wit can no more lie hid, then it could be loft. Reade him, 
therefore $ and againe, and againe: And if then you doe not like him, 
furely you are in fome manifeft danger, not to vnderftand him. And fo 
weleaueyou to other of his Friends, whom if you need,can bee your 
guides: if you neede them not, you can leade your felues 5 and others. 
And fuch Readers we \yi(hhim. 

A g John Hemiage, 

Henrk 
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